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for the American people. I have en-
joyed working with three Presidents,
achieving historic investments in clean
energy with President George Bush;
transformative healthcare reform with
President Barack Obama; and forging
the future, from infrastructure to
healthcare to climate action with
President Joe Biden.

Now, we must move boldly into the
future, grounded by the principles that
have propelled us this far and open to
fresh possibilities for the future.

Scripture teaches us that: ‘“For ev-
erything there is a season, and a time
for every purpose under Heaven.”

My friends, no matter what title my
colleagues have bestowed upon me—
Speaker, Leader, Whip—there is no
greater official honor for me than to
stand on this floor and to speak for the
people of San Francisco.

This I will continue to do as a Mem-
ber of the House, speaking for the peo-
ple of San Francisco, serving the great
State of California, and defending our
Constitution.

With great confidence in our caucus,
I will not seek reelection to Demo-
cratic leadership in the next Congress.

For me, the hour has come for a new
generation to lead the Democratic Cau-
cus that I so deeply respect, and I am
grateful that so many are ready and
willing to shoulder this awesome re-
sponsibility.

Madam  Speaker, standing here
today, I am endlessly grateful for all of
life’s blessings.

For my Democratic colleagues,
whose courage and commitment—with
the support of your families—have
made many of these accomplishments
possible. That could not have been
done without you.

For my dear husband, Paul, who has
been my beloved partner in life and my
pillar of support, thank you. We are all
grateful for all of the prayers and well-
wishes as he continues his recovery.
Thank you so much.

For our darling children: Nancy
Corrine, Christine, Jacqueline, Paul,
and Alexandra; and our grandchildren:
Alexandra and Madeleine; Liam, Sean
and Ryan; Paul and Thomas; Bella and
Octavio, they are the joys of our lives
of whom we are so very, very proud,
and they are a comfort to us at this
time.

And for my brilliant, dedicated, and
patriotic staff under the leadership of
Terri McCullough, working together,
the finest group of public servants the
House has ever known, thank you all so
much.

And, again, for those who have sent
me here, for the people of San Fran-
cisco, for entrusting me with the high
honor of being their voice in Congress.

In this continued work, I will strive
to honor the call of the patron saint of
our city, Saint Francis: ‘‘Lord, make
me an instrument of thy peace.”

In this House, we begin each day with
a prayer and a pledge to the flag. And
every day I am in awe of the majestic
miracle that is American democracy.
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As we participate in the hallmark of
our Republic—the peaceful, orderly
transition from one Congress to the
next—let us consider the words of,
again, President Lincoln, spoken dur-
ing one of America’s darkest hours.

He called upon us to come together,
to ‘‘swell the chorus of the Union when
again touched, as surely they will be,
by the better angels of our nature.”

That, again, is the task at hand.

A new day is dawning on the horizon,
and I look forward and always forward
to the unfolding story of our Nation; a
story of light and love, of patriotism
and progress, of many becoming one,
and always an unfinished mission to
make the dreams of today the reality
of tomorrow.

Thank you all. May God bless you
and your families, and may God con-
tinue to bless our veterans and the
United States of America. Thank you
all so much.

——
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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
AUCHINCLOSS). Pursuant to clause 8 of
rule XX, the Chair will postpone fur-
ther proceedings today on motions to
suspend the rules on which a recorded
vote or the yeas and nays are ordered,
or votes objected to under clause 6 of
rule XX.

The House will resume proceedings
on postponed questions at a later time.

———

FEMA IMPROVEMENT, REFORM,
AND EFFICIENCY ACT OF 2022

Mr. CARTER of Louisiana. Mr.
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and pass the bill (S. 3092) to amend the
Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and
Emergency Assistance Act to improve
the provision of certain disaster assist-
ance, and for other purposes, as amend-
ed.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 3092

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “FEMA Im-
provement, Reform, and Efficiency Act of
2022 or the “FIRE Act”.

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act—

(1) the term ‘‘Administrator’” means the
Administrator of the Agency;

(2) the term ‘‘Agency’’ means the Federal
Emergency Management Agency;

(3) the term ‘‘appropriate committees of
Congress’ means—

(A) the Committee on Homeland Security
and Governmental Affairs and the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the Senate; and

(B) the Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure and the Committee on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives;

(4) the term ‘‘emergency’” means an emer-
gency declared or determined to exist by the
President under section 501 of the Robert T.
Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency As-
sistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5191);
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(5) the terms ‘“‘Indian tribal government’’,
“local government’, and ‘‘State’ have the
meanings given such terms in section 102 of
the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and
Emergency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5122);
and

(6) the term ‘‘major disaster’” means a
major disaster declared by the President
under section 401 of the Robert T. Stafford
Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance
Act (42 U.S.C. 5170).

SEC. 3. REPORT ON RELOCATION ASSISTANCE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Administrator shall submit a report regard-
ing the use of relocation assistance under
sections 203, 404, and 406 of the Robert T.
Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency As-
sistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5133, 5170c, 5172) for
wildfire risk to the appropriate committees
of Congress.

(b) CONTENTS.—The report submitted under
subsection (a) shall include the following:

(1) Any information on relocation projects
that have been carried out due to fire risks
or denied by the Agency, including the num-
ber and value of projects either carried out
or denied.

(2) A discussion of the possible benefits or
disadvantages of providing relocation assist-
ance that may reduce, but not eliminate, the
risk of loss due to wildfires.

(3) A discussion of how the Agency may op-
timize relocation assistance when entire
States or geographic areas are considered
subject to a fire risk.

(4) An analysis of whether other mitigation
measures are more cost-effective than relo-
cation assistance when the applicant is ap-
plying to move from a high-risk to a me-
dium-risk or low-risk area with respect to
wildfires.

(5) An analysis of the need for the Federal
Government to produce wildfire maps that
identify high-risk, moderate-risk, and low-
risk wildfire zones.

(6) An analysis of whether other mitigation
measures promote greater resilience to
wildfires when compared to relocation or, if
additional data is required in order to carry
out such an analysis, a discussion of the ad-
ditional data required.

(7) A discussion of the ability of States,
local governments, and Indian tribal govern-
ments to demonstrate fire risk, and whether
the level of this ability impacts the ability
of States, local governments, or Indian tribal
governments to access relocation assistance,
including an assessment of existing fire map-
ping products and capabilities and rec-
ommendations on redressing any gaps in the
ability of the Agency to assist States, local
governments, and Indian tribal governments
in demonstrating fire risk.

(8) An evaluation of—

(A) the scope of the data available to the
Agency regarding historical wildfire losses;

(B) how such data is utilized in benefit-cost
analysis determinations by the Agency;

(C) what additional data, if any, may be
pertinent to such determinations; and

(D) what, if any, alternative methods may
be relevant to the determination of cost ef-
fectiveness.

(9) A discussion of the extent to which the
decision process for relocation assistance ap-
propriately considers the change in future
risks for wildfires due to a changing climate.

(10) An analysis of whether statutes and
regulations regarding relocation assistance
by the Agency present barriers for States,
local governments, or Indian tribal govern-
ments trying to access funding to reduce
wildfire risk.
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(11) An analysis of—

(A) how, if at all, the Agency has modified
policies and procedures to determine the eli-
gibility of proposed relocation or mitigation
projects with respect to wildfires;

(B) the cost effectiveness of such projects,
in light of the increasing losses and obliga-
tions for wildfires in recent years; and

(C) the effectiveness of any modifications
described in subparagraph (A).

(12) An analysis of how, if at all, recent
changes in the availability of fire insurance
has resulted in modifications of policy or
procedure with respect to determining the
cost efficacy of relocation assistance for
wildfires.

(13) An analysis of how to define repetitive
loss and repetitively damaged properties in
the context of wildfires.

(14) Other related issues that the Adminis-
trator determines appropriate.

SEC. 4. RED FLAG WARNINGS AND PREDISASTER
ACTIONS.

Not later than 1 year after the date of en-
actment of this Act, the Administrator, in
coordination with the National Weather
Service of the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration, shall—

(1) conduct a study of, develop rec-
ommendations for, and initiate a process for
the use of forecasts and data, including in-
formation that supports the Red Flag Warn-
ings of the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration and similar weather
alert and notification methods, to estab-
lish—

(A) plans and actions, consistent with law,
that can be implemented prior to a wildfire
event, including pre-impact disaster declara-
tions and surge operations, that can limit
the impact, duration, or severity of the fire;
and

(B) mechanisms to increase interagency
collaboration to expedite the delivery of dis-
aster assistance; and

(2) submit to the appropriate committees
of Congress a comprehensive report regard-
ing the study described in paragraph (1), in-
cluding any recommendations of the Admin-
istrator, and the activities of the Adminis-
trator to carry out paragraph (1).

SEC. 5. ASSISTANCE FOR WILDFIRE DAMAGE.

Not later than 180 days after the date of
enactment of this Act, the Administrator
shall brief the appropriate committees of
Congress regarding—

(1) the application for assistance and con-
sistency of assistance provided by the Agen-
cy in response to wildfires; and

(2) the kinds of damage that result from
wildfires.

SEC. 6. GAO REPORT ON GAPS.

Not later than 1 year after the date of en-
actment of this Act, the Comptroller General
of the United States shall submit to the ap-
propriate committees of Congress a report
that examines—

(1) gaps in the policies of the Agency re-
lated to wildfires, when compared to other
hazards;

(2) disparities in regulations and guidance
issued by the Administrator, including any
oversight of the programs of the Agency,
when addressing impacts of wildfires and
other hazards;

(3) ways to shorten the period of time be-
tween the initiating of and the distribution
of assistance, reimbursements, and grants;

(4) the effectiveness of the programs of the
Agency in addressing wildfire hazards;

(5) ways to improve the ability of the
Agency to assist States, local governments,
and Indian tribal governments to prepare
for, respond to, recover from, and mitigate
against wildfire hazards;

(6) revising the application process for as-
sistance relating to wildfires to more effec-
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tively assess uninsured and underinsured
losses and serious needs; and

(7) ways to improve the disaster assistance
programs of agencies other than the Agency.
SEC. 7. CRISIS COUNSELING EFFECTIVE COMMU-

NICATION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 416 of the Robert
T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency
Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5183) is amended—

(1) by striking ‘“‘The President’ and insert-
ing the following:

‘“(a) IN GENERAL.—The President’’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(b) TRAINING.—Each State, local agency,
or private mental health organization pro-
viding professional counseling services de-
scribed in subsection (a) shall ensure that,
any individual providing professional coun-
seling services to victims of a major disaster
as authorized under subsection (a), including
individuals working for nonprofit partners
and recovery organizations, is appropriately
trained to address impacts from major disas-
ters in communities, and to individuals, with
socio-economically disadvantaged back-
grounds.”’.

(b) RULE OF APPLICABILITY.—The amend-
ments made by this section shall apply with
respect to amounts appropriated on or after
the date of enactment of this Act.

SEC. 8. CASE MANAGEMENT EFFECTIVE COMMU-
NICATION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 426 of the Robert
T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency
Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5189d) is amended—

(1) by striking ‘“The President’ and insert-
ing the following:

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The President’’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(b) TRAINING.—Each State, local govern-
ment agency, or qualified private organiza-
tion providing professional counseling serv-
ices described in subsection (a) shall ensure
that any individual providing case manage-
ment services to victims of a major disaster
as authorized under subsection (a), including
individuals working for nonprofit partners
and recovery organizations, is appropriately
trained to address impacts from major disas-
ters in communities, and to individuals, with
socio-economically disadvantaged back-
grounds.”’.

(b) RULE OF APPLICABILITY.—The amend-
ments made by this section shall apply with
respect to amounts appropriated on or after
the date of enactment of this Act.

SEC. 9. STUDY AND PLAN FOR DISASTER HOUS-
ING ASSISTANCE.

(a) STUDY.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Ad-
ministrator shall—

(1) conduct a study and develop a plan,
consistent with law, under which the Agency
will address providing housing assistance to
survivors of major disasters or emergencies
when presented with challenges such as—

(A) the presence of multiple families with-
in a single household; and

(B) the near loss of a community, with the
majority of homes destroyed in that commu-
nity, including as a result of a wildfire,
earthquake, or other event causing a major
disaster; and

(2) make recommendations for legislative
changes needed to address—

(A) the presence of multiple families with-
in a single household; and

(B) the near loss of a community, with the
majority of homes destroyed in that commu-
nity, including as a result of a wildfire,
earthquake, or other event causing a major
disaster.

(b) COMPREHENSIVE REPORT.—The Adminis-
trator shall submit to the appropriate com-
mittees of Congress a report that provides a
detailed discussion of the plans developed
under subsection (a)(1) and the recommenda-
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tions of the Administrator under subsection
(a)(2).

(c) BRIEFING.—Not later than 30 days after
submission of the report and recommenda-
tions under subsection (b), the Adminis-
trator shall brief the appropriate commit-
tees of Congress on the findings and any rec-
ommendations made pursuant to this sec-
tion.

SEC. 10. REIMBURSEMENT.

Not later than 180 days after the date of
enactment of this Act, the Administrator
shall brief the appropriate committees of
Congress regarding the extent to which the
Agency is using housing solutions proposed
by a State or local government to reduce the
time or cost required to implement housing
solutions after a major disaster.

SEC. 11. PERMIT APPLICATIONS FOR TRIBAL UP-
GRADES TO EMERGENCY OPER-
ATIONS CENTERS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 614(a) of the Rob-
ert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emer-
gency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5196¢c(a)) is
amended—

(1) by inserting ‘‘and Indian tribal govern-
ments’’ after ‘‘grants to States’; and

(2) by striking ‘‘State and local” and in-
serting ‘‘State, local, and Tribal’’.

(b) APPLICABILITY.—The amendments made
by subsection (a) shall apply with respect to
amounts appropriated on or after the date of
enactment of this Act.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Louisiana (Mr. CARTER) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. LAMALFA)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Louisiana.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. CARTER of Louisiana. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members may have 5 legislative
days within which to revise and extend
their remarks and include extraneous
material on S. 3092, as amended.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Louisiana?

There was no objection.

Mr. CARTER of Louisiana. Madam
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

I rise in support of S. 3092, the FIRE
Act. This legislation led by Represent-
ative LOFGREN in the House and Sen-
ator PADILLA in the Senate is designed
to ensure FEMA’s preparedness and re-
sponse efforts address the unique na-
ture of wildfires.

The bulk of FEMA’s programs are de-
signed to serve the victims of disasters
caused by floods and hurricanes. How-
ever, climate change has made the
threat of wildfire in communities grow
each year. FEMA must serve all dis-
aster survivors equally and adapt their
programs to meet the challenges of
wildfires.

This legislation encourages FEMA to
predeploy assets during times of high
risk of fire, evaluates public assistance
eligibility post-fire, addresses equity of
assistance for Tribal communities, and
requires trainings for crisis counselors
and caseworkers to ensure that they
are equipped to meet the needs of eco-
nomically disadvantaged survivors.

I support this effort and ask my col-
leagues to do the same.
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Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. LAMALFA. Madam Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, S. 3092, the FIRE
Act, makes changes to increase con-
gressional oversight, garner further in-
sight into FEMA’s process for wildfire
disasters, and enacts reforms related to
disaster assistance.

Specifically, this bill directs FEMA
to report to Congress on cost-effective
housing solutions and challenges or in-
consistencies in the application of as-
sistance in the wake of wildfires.

The FIRE Act also takes the first
steps to improve the use of forecasts
and weather alerts, such as red flag
warnings, within the disaster declara-
tion process so FEMA can be better
prepared earlier to provide wildfire as-
sistance.

Lastly, this bill engages the GAO to
investigate gaps in FEMA’s current
wildfire policies and recommend ways
to streamline the distribution of assist-
ance to our constituents and the State
and local governments facing these
fires head-on.

I am glad to be able to work with
Senator PADILLA and my colleague,
ZOE LOFGREN, on this as California has
suffered so much, as has the West, with
wildfire, including a million-acre fire
in my own district last year and re-
peated wildfires that have affected so
many and displaced so many.

I will add that working with FEMA
has worked well, but we do need to con-
tinue to improve the process as FEMA
has primarily, up until the advent of
such large fires, dealt mostly with hur-
ricanes and floods of that nature. We
have all had to adapt until we can ac-
tually get better forest management
and other tools that will help us pre-
vent fire, and so, engaging FEMA, we
appreciate them, and we want to work
to have an even better process.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. CARTER of Louisiana. Madam
Speaker, I yield 4 minutes to the gen-
tlewoman from California (Ms. LOF-
GREN), the author of this outstanding
piece of legislation.

Ms. LOFGREN. Madam Speaker, it is
no secret that our country is facing in-
creasingly devastating disasters, in-
cluding wildfires.

In my own home district, the SCU
Lightning Complex fires of 2020 burned
nearly 400,000 acres over 46 days across
five counties, destroying more than
2,000 structures and damaging others.
That was the fourth-largest wildfire re-
corded in California’s modern history.

As chair of the California Democratic
Congressional Delegation, I hear about
fires like this almost year-round from
my colleagues, but it is not just a
Western United States problem. Fire
risk areas are growing exponentially to
threaten new districts and new States
every year.

And fires don’t rage only in Demo-
cratic districts. This calamity knows
no political divide.
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As wildfires continue to worsen, our
government has not acted with enough
urgency. It is clear that Congress needs
to pass legislation to better prevent
and respond to wildfires.

Last month, I joined State and local
officials to specifically discuss this pol-
icy and operational gaps, and the sys-
tems that we have in place obviously
don’t work as well as they should.

FEMA’s current statutory authori-
ties and operational practices limit our
ability to prepare for and recover from
wildfires. That is why all the California
firefighters, chiefs, and leaders I met
with support the FEMA Improvement,
Reform, and Efficiency Act, or FIRE
Act.

We know that wildfires present a
unique and increasing danger, and we
also know that policies written with
hurricanes, floods, and tornadoes in
mind don’t always translate well.

The FIRE Act would direct FEMA to
create a process that uses the red flag
warnings we are all too familiar with
to take predisaster measures and
predeploy resources to take disaster-
specific damages into account during
recovery and the like.

O 1300

It is commonsense legislation, and I
encourage my colleagues to support it.

I would like also to thank the co-
leads on this bill—Congressmen THOMP-
SON, HUFFMAN, and PANETTA—for rec-
ognizing the importance of this legisla-
tion and for their hard work, as well as
Senator PADILLA for his leadership in
the Senate on this bill.

I thank Speaker PELOSI and Majority
Leader HOYER for their efforts to bring
this to the floor. I would also like to
recognize Ranking Member GRAVES
and, of course, Congressman LAMALFA
for working with us on reaching agree-
ment on something that I think will be
able to pass the Senate.

This is a good bill. It will improve
our response, and I hope we get over-
whelming support here today.

Mr. LAMALFA. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself the balance of my time to
close.

The FIRE Act does increase over-
sight related to wildfire assistance and
requires FEMA to report information
to Congress so we can continue work-
ing—in the Transportation and Infra-
structure Committee, on the floor, and

across the aisle—to improve and
streamline the disaster assistance
process.

Again, we appreciate FEMA’s efforts
on all disasters around the country. We
are just looking for a way to stream-
line and become even more efficient
with that.

Madam Speaker, I urge support. I ap-
preciate my colleagues—Ms. LOFGREN,
my colleague from Louisiana, and Sen-
ator PADILLA—for the effort here today
in building up to this.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. CARTER of Louisiana. Madam
Speaker, in closing, it is time that
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communities impacted by wildfires re-
ceive the same quality of assistance as
communities impacted by hurricanes
and floods. S. 3092 addresses the threat
of fire head-on and will make commu-
nities safer.

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to support this good legisla-
tion, and I yield back the balance of
my time.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker, | rise
in support of the House amendment to S.
3092, the Federal Emergency Management
Agency Improvement, Reform and Efficiency
Act of 2021.

This legislation addresses the federal gov-
ernment’s approach to wildfires by setting a
standard for implementing proactive plans of
action for responding to wildfires, and by re-
quiring reports on the effectiveness of FEMA
programs.

These plans must include studies on pro-
viding housing assistance to survivors of major
disasters to resolve challenges, such as the
lack of proof of ownership, and to contract the
National Academy of Sciences to study poten-
tial solutions to address the availability and af-
fordability of insurance for disasters.

As the consequences of climate change be-
come our new reality, it is our responsibility to
be prepared in accordance with those
changes.

Climate change exacerbates wildfires and
vice versa, like a vicious cycle that can’'t be
extinguished.

According to a report from the United Na-
tions Environment Prgramme, the number of
wildfires worldwide is projected to grow 50
percent by the year 2100.

The UN Environment Programme experts
also reported that governments are not pre-
pared for this shift.

This is no longer a matter of prevention, but
rather a matter of preparation for what is
ahead of us and for generations to come.

Across the nation, wildfires have dispropor-
tionately affected low-income families and
people of color.

Disaster insurance for those in rural areas,
low-income neighborhoods, and immigrant
communities are often inaccessible, even
though they are most at risk.

Native Americans are six times more vulner-
able to the impacts of wildfires than their white
counterparts due in part to the fact that they
were forced to settle in fire-prone areas.

The FIRE Act would assess the need for the
federal government to produce maps that
identify wildfire zones.

This bill would also allow Indigenous tribal
governments to apply for grants to better
equip emergency operations centers.

Disaster prevention insurance has increas-
ingly become inaccessible, especially to low-
income families.

Disaster insurance is often beyond the
reach of family budgets that are burdened with
the skyrocketing prices of rent and food.

In the aftermath of Hurricane Harvey, tens
of thousands of families were displaced after
their homes were destroyed.

According to community advocates, about
50 percent of those households impacted by
Harvey were low-income households and
many of those damaged homes were in Black
and Latino neighborhoods.

| worked tirelessly alongside the Houston
Housing authority to reverse a FEMA decision
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to not provide any fundings for the 428 Pro-
gram, which would repair public low-income
housing damaged by the Hurricane.

In cases of disaster, S. 3092 would require
initiation of a process to determine the pos-
sible benefits or disadvantages of providing re-
location assistance, addressing the growing
housing issue for victims of disasters.

In the aftermath of Hurricane Maria that
wreaked havoc on Puerto Rico, 92 percent of
homes were damaged and 98 percent of
those homes applied for FEMA’s housing as-
sistance.

According to the American Bar Association,
40 percent of those in need of housing assist-
ance were denied due to a lack of ownership
documentation stemming from generational in-
heritance of homes without government rec-
ordkeeping.

The FIRE Act would also develop a plan to
address housing assistance for those who
may lack ownership documentation in case of
a disaster.

The effects of climate change are no longer
a “what if,” but our new reality.

Since these large-scale disasters will be in-
flicting damage with increasing frequency, we
must be prepared for them.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
JACKSON LEE). The question is on the
motion offered by the gentleman from
Louisiana (Mr. CARTER) that the House
suspend the rules and pass the bill, S.
3092, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

DISASTER SURVIVORS FAIRNESS
ACT OF 2022

Mr. CARTER of Louisiana. Madam
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and pass the bill (H.R. 8416) to improve
individual assistance provided by the
Federal Emergency Management Agen-
cy, and for other purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 8416

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as
the ‘Disaster Survivors Fairness Act of
2022°°.

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows:

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents.

Sec. 2. Information sharing for Federal
agencies.

Sec. 3. Universal application for individual
assistance.

Sec. 4. Repair and rebuilding.

Sec. 5. Direct assistance.

Sec. 6. State-managed housing pilot author-
ity.

Sec. 7. Management costs.

Sec. 8. Individual assistance post-disaster
housing study.

Sec. 9. Funding for online guides for post-
disaster assistance.

Sec. 10. Individual assistance dashboard.

Sec.
Sec.

11. FEMA reports.
12. Sheltering of emergency response
personnel.
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Sec. 13. GAO report on preliminary damage
assessments.
Sec. 14. Applicability.

(c) DEFINITIONS.—Except as otherwise pro-
vided, the terms used in this Act have the
meanings given such terms in section 102 of
the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and
Emergency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5122).
SEC. 2. INFORMATION SHARING FOR FEDERAL

AGENCIES.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT OF ELECTRONIC INFOR-
MATION SHARING SYSTEM.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator of the
Federal Emergency Management Agency
shall establish and maintain a web-based
interagency electronic information sharing
system, to be known as
‘“‘DisasterAssistance.gov’’, to—

(A) facilitate the administration of the
universal application for direct Federal dis-
aster assistance established under section 3;

(B) carry out the purposes of disaster as-
sistance programs swiftly, efficiently, equi-
tably, and in accordance with applicable
laws, regulations, and the privacy and data
protections provided under this section; and

(C) support the detection, prevention, and
investigation of waste, fraud, abuse, inequi-
table allocation of resources, or discrimina-
tion in the administration of disaster assist-
ance programs.

(2) AUTHORITIES OF ADMINISTRATOR.—In es-
tablishing and maintaining the electronic in-
formation sharing system under this sub-
section, the Administrator may collect and
maintain disaster assistance information re-
ceived from a disaster assistance agency, a
block grant recipient, or an applicant for a
disaster assistance program and share such
information with any other disaster assist-
ance agency or block grant recipient using
such electronic information sharing system.

(b) DATA SECURITY.—The Administrator
may facilitate the collection of disaster as-
sistance information into the electronic in-
formation sharing system established under
this section only after the following require-
ments have been met:

(1) The Administrator certifies that the
electronic information sharing system sub-
stantially complies with the data security
standards and best practices established pur-
suant to subchapter II of chapter 35 of title
44, United States Code, and any other appli-
cable Federal information security policy.

(2) The Secretary of Homeland Security
publishes a privacy impact assessment for
the electronic information sharing system,
in accordance with section 222 of the Home-
land Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 142).

(3) The Administrator, after consulting
with disaster assistance agencies, publishes
standard rules of behavior for disaster assist-
ance agencies, block grant recipients, and
personnel granted access to disaster assist-
ance information to protect such informa-
tion from improper disclosure.

(¢) COLLECTION AND SHARING OF ADDITIONAL
RECORDS AND INFORMATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator may
authorize the collection, maintenance, shar-
ing, and use of additional disaster assistance
information by publishing a notice on
DisasterAssistance.gov that includes a de-
tailed description of—

(A) the specific amendments to the collec-
tion, maintenance, and sharing of disaster
assistance information authorized;

(B) why each such amendment to how dis-
aster assistance information is collected,
maintained, or shared is necessary to carry
out the purposes of a disaster assistance pro-
gram and consistent with the fair informa-
tion practice principles; and

(C) the disaster assistance agencies and
block grant recipients that will be granted
access to the additional information to carry
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out the purposes of any disaster assistance
program.

(2) NOTICE AND PUBLICATION REQUIRE-
MENTS.—The publication of a notice under
paragraph (1) of a vrevision to the
DisasterAssistance.gov system of records
prior to any new collection, or uses, of Pri-
vacy Act categories of records, to carry out
the purposes of a disaster assistance program
with regard to a disaster declared by the
President under section 401 or 501 of the Rob-
ert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emer-
gency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5170; 5191),
shall be deemed to satisfy the notice and
publication requirements of section 552a(e)(4)
of title 5, United States Code, for the entire
period of performance for any assistance pro-
vided under a disaster assistance program.

(3) WAIVER OF INFORMATION COLLECTION RE-
QUIREMENTS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Upon the declaration of a
major disaster or emergency pursuant to sec-
tions 401 or 501 of the Robert T. Stafford Dis-
aster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act
(42 U.S.C. 5170; 5191), the President may di-
rect the Administrator to waive the require-
ments of subchapter I of chapter 35 of title
44, United States Code, with respect to vol-
untary collection of information for the du-
ration of such major disaster or emergency.

(B) TRANSPARENCY.—Upon exercising the
waiver authority under subparagraph (A),
the Administrator shall—

(i) promptly post on a website of the Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency a brief
justification for such waiver, the anticipated
period of time such waiver will be in effect,
and the disaster assistance offices within the
Federal Emergency Management Agency to
which such waiver shall apply; and

(ii) update the information relating to such
waiver, as applicable.

(4) GAO REVIEW OF WAIVER OF INFORMATION
COLLECTION REQUIREMENTS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Comptroller General of the United States
shall issue a report describing the benefits
and potential risks associated with author-
izing the waiver of the information collec-
tion requirements described in paragraph (3).

(B) CONTENTS.—The report required under
subparagraph (A) shall include an assess-
ment of the extent to which a waiver de-
scribed in paragraph (3) would—

(i) affect the paperwork burden for individ-
uals, small businesses, State, local and tribal
governments, and other persons;

(ii) affect the consistent application of
Federal laws relating to—

(I) privacy and confidentiality;

(IT) security of information; and

(ITI) access to information; and

(iii) encourage or deter a State or other en-
tity from participating in the voluntary col-
lection of information for the duration of a
major disaster or emergency.

(d) USE BY OTHER FEDERAL AGENCIES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator may
permit a Federal agency other than a dis-
aster assistance agency listed in subpara-
graphs (A) through (D) of subsection (f)(3) to
use the electronic information sharing sys-
tem established under this section for the
purpose of facilitating disaster-related as-
sistance if such agency enters into an agree-
ment containing the terms described in para-
graph (2).

(2) AGENCY AGREEMENT.—An agreement en-
tered into under paragraph (1) shall contain
the following terms:

(A) The Federal agency shall—

(i) collect, share, maintain, and use dis-
aster assistance information in compliance
with this section and any policies of the Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency and
any information protection and use policies
of such Federal agency; and
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